
Course Information Sheet for entry in 2025-26:
MSc in Applied Landscape Archaeology

Course facts

Mode of study Part Time Only

Expected length 2 years

About the course
This two-year part-time Master of Science (MSc) course is concerned with the theories and methods of landscape
archaeology. The course is intended for those with a degree (undergraduate or postgraduate) or an advanced diploma in
archaeology or a related subject.

This MSc is a part-time modular course over two years, leading to a University of Oxford graduate degree in archaeology.
The course is designed for the needs of students who wish to study part-time, and this includes those who are in full-time
employment. Those with a personal or professional interest in landscape archaeology are welcome to apply.

Landscape archaeology is an increasingly popular and widely understood concept. Using a multi-period approach, it is
concerned with understanding past human impacts on the resources, topography and environment of the whole landscape,
from uplands to coasts, and from farmed landscapes to urban/industrial areas.

Many newer methods of research are being developed in landscape archaeology, including digital mapping and geophysics
and remote-sensing techniques such as LIDAR. These are taking their place alongside field-walking, historic landscape
analysis, aerial photography and selective excavation to provide a flexible and effective armoury of techniques for the
researcher. Skills such as survey and characterisation are becoming essential for anyone involved in the management of the
historic environment. Effective communication of the value and potential of the historic landscape is vital in the world of
planning, tourism, outreach and education.

The course involves a combination of academic study and field practice. It is designed to appeal to those who already have
experience of studying archaeology (or a closely-related subject) at undergraduate or postgraduate level and who wish to
expand their academic, practical and professional skills in landscape archaeology.

With a strong (but not exclusive) emphasis on the archaeology of Britain in our teaching, the course focuses on the
applications of research methods in varying landscape situations. The course format is flexible and enables students to
pursue their own research interests leading to a 15,000-word dissertation. This can be on a theme, area or subject in Britain
or elsewhere. 

The course is taught using a combination of lectures/seminars in Oxford, field visits and practical work, supported by tutor
contact and information supplied via a Virtual learning Environment (VLE) which can be accessed at any time.

Self-study in libraries or at home will form a major part of your experience on the course. Many students undertake some
fieldwork during their time on the course. You will be encouraged, where appropriate, to participate more widely in
archaeological fieldwork or research projects, but unless these are part of the course, the department does not normally offer
its own resources/facilities for supporting these.

Dissertations are supported through personal tutorials with the course director and/or your dissertation tutor.

Attendance
This course is part-time. The majority of teaching takes place on Saturdays, normally between 10am and 4pm. There is a
landscape survey training week in the early summer of the final year (Year B), which requires attendance over seven days
(Saturday to Friday). Arranging accommodation during the landscape survey training week is the responsibility of the student;
you will receive information and guidance about the field week location well in advance.

Resources to support your study
As a graduate student, you will have access to the University's wide range of world-class resources including libraries,
museums, galleries, digital resources and IT services.

The Bodleian Libraries is the largest library system in the UK. It includes the main Bodleian Library and libraries across
Oxford, including major research libraries and faculty, department and institute libraries. Together, the Libraries hold more
than 13 million printed items, provide access to e-journals, and contain outstanding special collections including rare books
and manuscripts, classical papyri, maps, music, art and printed ephemera.
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The University's IT Services is available to all students to support with core university IT systems and tools, as well as many
other services and facilities. IT Services also offers a range of IT learning courses for students, to support with learning and
research.
The department is well-equipped for field teaching and supporting individual students’ field studies, mainly field survey. It has
a range of archaeological survey and IT equipment, including GIS and geophysical equipment and software, which may be
borrowed/used by students, after appropriate experience or training. If you have a query about equipment or facilities needed
to support your studies, please contact the Programme Director.

Essential transport to field and practical teaching locations away from the department is normally provided, but you may also
use your vehicle or other means where appropriate.

The Rewley House Continuing Education Library, one of the Bodleian Libraries, is situated in Rewley House. The department
aims to support the wide variety of subjects covered by departmental courses at many academic levels. The department also
has a collection of around 73,000 books together with periodicals. PCs in the library give access to the internet and the full
range of electronic resources subscribed to by the University of Oxford. The Jessop Reading Room adjoining the library is
available for study.

The department's Graduate School provides a stimulating and enriching learning and research environment for the
department's graduate students, fostering intellectual and social interaction between graduates of different disciplines and
professions from the UK and around the globe. The Graduate School will help you make the most of the wealth of resources
and opportunities available, paying particular regard to the support and guidance needed if you are following a part-time
graduate programme. The department’s graduate community comprises over 600 members following taught programmes
and more than 70 undertaking doctoral research.

The department provides various IT facilities, including the Student Computing Facility which provides individual PCs for your
use. 

Many of the department's courses are delivered through blended learning or have a website to support face-to-face study. In
most cases, online support is delivered through a virtual learning environment.

Depending on the programme you are taking with the department, you may require accommodation at some point in your
student career. Rewley House is ideally located in central Oxford; the city's historic sites, colleges, museums, shops and
restaurants are only a few minutes’ walk away. The department has 35 en-suite study bedrooms, all with high quality
amenities, including internet access.

The Rewley House dining room has seating for up to 132 people. A full meal service is available daily. The department
operates a Common Room with bar for students. Coffee and tea is provided to students on this course in the Common Room
before each teaching session at Rewley House. At other times, coffees and other drinks and snacks are available for
purchase from the common room bar.

Supervision
The allocation of graduate supervision for this course is the responsibility of the Department for Continuing Education and
this role will usually be performed by the Course Director. It is not always possible to accommodate the preferences of
incoming graduate students to work with a particular member of staff. Under exceptional circumstances a supervisor may be
found outside the Department for Continuing Education.

The Course Director acts as academic supervisor for all students over the two years. A dissertation tutor will also be
appointed at the appropriate time in the course when your topic is approved (usually early in the second year). This may be
the Course Director, or another of the course teaching team. Most students have the opportunity to consult their dissertation
tutor between four and six times, online or in person.

Assessment
The course is assessed through a series of written assignments and a practical log-book. Two Core Papers (taught in Term
One in each year) have two written assignments, and four advanced papers (taught in Terms Two and Three in each year)
have one written assignment each (with the exception of Digital Landscapes paper which is submitted in two parts).

Where an optional flexi-placement is taken, this results in an assignment which replaces one of the advanced papers.

The landscape survey training week has a practical log book, and there is a dissertation.

All students are required to attend an oral examination (viva voce) at the end, in order to pass the course.

Changes to this course
The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be
situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after
you commence your course. These might include significant changes made necessary by any pandemic, epidemic or local
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health emergency. For further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms) and our page on changes to courses (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges).
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2025-26

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home £5,460

Overseas £14,330

Information about course fees
Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase
annually. Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms and Conditions
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms).

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless
specified in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other
living costs. They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information.

Additional cost information
This course has residential sessions in Oxford. You will need to meet your travel and accommodation costs in attending these
sessions. Further, as part of your course requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a project or a thesis topic.
Depending on your choice of topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as
travel expenses, research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able
to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees and any additional course-specific costs, you will need to ensure that you have adequate
funds to support your living costs for the duration of your course.

If you are studying part-time your living costs may vary depending on your personal circumstances but you must still ensure
that you will have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for the 2025-26 academic year are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time
graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number
of months you expect to live in Oxford.

Likely living costs for one month
Lower range Upper range

Food £330 £515

Accommodation £790 £955

Personal items £200 £335

Social activities £45 £100

Study costs £40 £90

Other £20 £40

Total £1,425 £2,035

Likely living costs for nine months
Lower range Upper range

Food £2,970 £4,635

Accommodation £7,110 £8,595

Personal items £1,800 £3,015

Social activities £405 £900

Study costs £360 £810

Other £180 £360

Total £12,825 £18,315

Likely living costs for twelve months
Lower range Upper range

Food £3,960 £6,180

Accommodation £9,480 £11,460

Personal items £2,400 £4,020

Social activities £540 £1,200

Study costs £480 £1,080

Other £240 £480

Total £17,100 £24,420

When planning your finances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond the 2025-26 academic year, it is suggested that
you allow for potential increases in living expenses of 4% each year – although this rate may vary depending on the national
economic situation.

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.

Document accessibility
If you require a more accessible version of this document please contact Graduate Admissions and Recruitment by email
(graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk) or via the online form (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask/form).
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