
Course Information Sheet for entry in 2025-26:
DPhil in Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics

Course facts

Mode of study Full Time Part Time

Expected length 3-4 years 6-8 years

About the course
The DPhil is an advanced research degree for qualified students who are ready to begin thesis work in the field of general
linguistics (including phonetics but not applied linguistics), in historical and comparative philology and linguistics, or in the
linguistics of a specific language.

The DPhil in Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics is an advanced research degree, awarded on the basis of a thesis and an
oral examination. The emphasis in the DPhil is on self-directed learning, with guidance from the supervisor and other faculty.
You are expected to submit your thesis three, or at most four, years from the date of admission (six, or at most eight, years
for part-time students).

You are encouraged to attend and to contribute to the wide range of research seminars, conferences and workshops
organized by the faculty. You will also have access to specialist training courses offered by the Bodleian Library, Language
Centre and IT services.

Linguistics at Oxford is an interdisciplinary subject, with most areas of general linguistics as well as Indo-European, Romance
and Slavic historical and comparative linguistics being represented by one or several members of staff.

Current research falls into seven main areas:

linguistic theory (morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and their interfaces)
Indo-European comparative philology (especially Greek, Italic/Latin, Indo-Iranian, Anatolian, Celtic, Slavic and Tocharian)
phonetics and phonology (especially phonetics/phonology interface, speech perception, language comprehension)
Romance philology (Research Centre on Romance Linguistics, especially diachronic morphology, syntax of Italo-Romance and
phonetics of French)
Psycholinguistics and neurolinguistics
ancient grammatical thought in the Greco-Roman tradition.

Attendance
The course can be studied full-time or part-time with both modes requiring attendance in Oxford. Full-time students are
subject to the University's Residence requirements. Part-time students are required to attend course-related activities in
Oxford for a minimum of 30 days each year.

The full-time degree is studied over three years and the part-time degree has the same requirements, but is studied over six
to eight years.

If you study part-time, you will be required to attend classes, seminars, supervision meetings and other obligations in Oxford
for a minimum of 30 days each year. There will be some flexibility in the dates and pattern of attendance, which will be
determined by mutual agreement with your supervisor. Typically, attendance will be required during term-time on at least two
days in at least two terms, determined by mutual agreement with your supervisor. You will have the opportunity to tailor your
part-time study in liaison with your supervisor and agree your pattern of attendance.

Resources to support your study
The Faculty of Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics will be based in the Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities, a brand-new
building at the University of Oxford, which will accommodate seven faculties, two institutes, a new library, a large number of
well-equipped teaching and seminar rooms, and performance and arts venues. Each faculty will have its own centre and
social hub within a building which will also facilitate interdisciplinary and collaborative work. At the heart of the building is a
large atrium – called the Great Hall – which will be a beautiful space, bringing light into the building, and serving as a space
for informal work, relaxation, meeting with friends, taking breaks, having refreshments – and much more.

The building will enable the recently-established Cultural Programme to flourish, with a 500-seat world class concert hall, a
theatre, experimental performance venue, 100-seat cinema, and exhibition hall. Many of these venues will support academic
and student-led activities, as well as performances and creative works by professional artists. The cultural programme will
enrich the lives of students, and will also provide opportunities to get involved.
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Phonetics Laboratory

The experimental area consists of a recording studio, an acoustics and speech processing laboratory, a physiological
laboratory and a speech perception laboratory. Hardware for physiological study, available to students and staff, includes
labial electromyography, oral/nasal aerometry (measurement of air pressures and flow) and ultrasound tongue imaging.

The studios, for recording and for running experiments, are equipped with high-quality microphones and digital recording
equipment, and computer systems for the presentation of visual and/or auditory stimuli.

Language and Brain Laboratory

The language and Brain Laboratory offers research staff and students bespoke facilities and specialist equipment to conduct
a wide variety of behavioural, eye-tracking and neurolinguistics experiments. There is a common room for tutorials and
meetings.

The laboratory has separate spaces for Neurolinguistics, Eye-Tracking, Production, and Behavioural studies. We have two
electronically shielded sound-proofed climate-controlled EEG booths for recording brain waves. EEG recordings are made
using high-impedance (300 Mohms) active electrode systems: we are currently conducting experiments on two systems:
BioSemi and Brain Vision. An additional soundproof room is used for high quality audio recordings and eye-tracking studies.
Our state-of-the-art SR Research Eyelink1000 eye tracker can be used on its own, or in combination with our EEG
equipment.

One of the largest spaces is the Behavioural Lab, where there is bespoke equipment and software to run experiments such
as lexical decision tasks or timed forced choice experiments. Eight participants can currently run simultaneously at
individually screened desks, or up to 16 participants with a projector setup. All of the testing rooms have an associated
control room to monitor the experiments and analyse the results.

Library provision

Oxford's library provision in linguistics is one of the largest in the country. Oxford's libraries are superbly provided with
material on theoretical linguistics, the structure and history of European languages, ancient Indo-European languages, and
non-Indo-European as well as Indo-European languages of Asia.

There will be 340 general reader seats, and around 80 graduate study seats – with a further 320 formal and informal study
seats throughout the building outside the library.

Open-shelf lending collections will be complemented by access to electronic resources, scan on demand, and material
requested from the Bodleian’s Collections Storage Facility. As well as the Library’s extensive staffed hours, there will be a
24/7 study space, including smart lockers for self-collect of borrowable items out of hours. Subject support is provided by a
team of subject librarians.

Supervision
The allocation of graduate supervision for this course is the responsibility of the Faculty of Linguistics, Philology and
Phonetics and it is not always possible to accommodate the preferences of incoming graduate students to work with a
particular member of staff. Under exceptional circumstances a supervisor may be found outside the Faculty of Linguistics,
Philology and Phonetics.

You will be supported by a supervisor or supervisors who will help you develop a programme of research and writing. You will
also benefit from the advice and support of other members of the faculty and can draw on the expertise of scholars and
colleagues throughout the faculty and University.

Supervision meetings vary in frequency. Most students have the opportunity to meet with their supervisor once weekly to
once a month in term time, depending on the student's needs. In the summer vacation, meetings will be less frequent.

Assessment
For students coming from Oxford's MPhil, there will be one internal viva voce (oral examination) known as confirmation,
which will take place within two (or, if part-time, four) terms. For all other students, there will be two internal vivas (transfer and
confirmation), which will usually take place in the third and eighth term after admission as a probationary DPhil student (with
the appropriate adjustments for part-time students). These vivas are with two faculty members and discuss a sample of your
work. You will be required to pass these vivas before proceeding.

Your thesis will be based on extensive original research and engagement with current scholarship. You will need to defend
your thesis orally (viva voce) in front of two examiners, one of whom will be external to the University. You are expected to
submit your thesis three, or at most four, years from the date of admission (six, or at most eight, years for part-time students).

Changes to this course
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The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be
situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after
you commence your course. These might include significant changes made necessary by any pandemic, epidemic or local
health emergency. For further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms) and our page on changes to courses (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges).
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2025-26

Full-time study

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home £13,380

Overseas £34,980

Part-time study

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home £6,690

Overseas £17,490

Information about course fees
Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase
annually. Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms and Conditions
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms).

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless
specified in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other
living costs. They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information.

Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be required to pay a termly
University and/or a college continuation charge.

The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2025-26 is £672, please be aware that this will increase annually.
For part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time students.

If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable for non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be in the region of £100 to
£600. Please contact your college for more details, including information about whether your college's continuation charge is
applied at a different rate for part-time study.

Additional cost information

Full-time study

The faculty makes available some funding for language training, where relevant, and for conducting experiments or carrying
out fieldwork, where required by the students research activities. There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail
additional costs beyond fees (or, after fee liability ends, continuation charges) and living costs. However, please note that,
depending on your choice of research topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses,
such as travel expenses, research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may
be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.

Part-time study

Please note that you are required to attend in Oxford for a minimum of 30 days each year, and you may incur additional travel
and accommodation expenses for this. The faculty makes available some funding for language training, where relevant, and
for conducting experiments or carrying out fieldwork, where required by the student’s research activities. There are no
compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees (or, after fee liability ends, continuation charges)
and living costs. However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the research required to
complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and field trips. You will need to
meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help
you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees and any additional course-specific costs, you will need to ensure that you have adequate
funds to support your living costs for the duration of your course.

If you are studying part-time your living costs may vary depending on your personal circumstances but you must still ensure
that you will have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for the 2025-26 academic year are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time
graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number
of months you expect to live in Oxford.

Likely living costs for one month
Lower range Upper range

Food £330 £515

Accommodation £790 £955

Personal items £200 £335

Social activities £45 £100

Study costs £40 £90

Other £20 £40

Total £1,425 £2,035

Likely living costs for nine months
Lower range Upper range

Food £2,970 £4,635

Accommodation £7,110 £8,595

Personal items £1,800 £3,015

Social activities £405 £900

Study costs £360 £810

Other £180 £360

Total £12,825 £18,315

Likely living costs for twelve months
Lower range Upper range

Food £3,960 £6,180

Accommodation £9,480 £11,460

Personal items £2,400 £4,020

Social activities £540 £1,200

Study costs £480 £1,080

Other £240 £480

Total £17,100 £24,420

When planning your finances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond the 2025-26 academic year, it is suggested that
you allow for potential increases in living expenses of 4% each year – although this rate may vary depending on the national
economic situation.

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.

Document accessibility
If you require a more accessible version of this document please contact Graduate Admissions and Recruitment by email
(graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk) or via the online form (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask/form).
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